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The Census is the measure by which federal funds 

are allocated each year for special education, 

classroom technology, school lunch assistance  

and teacher training. The count also impacts funds for Head Start, 

after-school programs and other education-related services.
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The Census raises awareness of our growing 

multilingual community, which in turn helps schools 

understand the needs of their students and qualify 

for grants to fund programs for students from multilingual 

households. According to the most recent 5-year estimate from the 

Census Bureau’s American Community Survey, 79% of people in the U.S. 

speak only English at home. Spanish is spoken in 13% of homes.
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One of the most important considerations for 

school funding and planning is a complete count 

of children in the decennial census. Inaccurate counts 

may lead to misrepresentation and underfunding across communities. 

The Census Bureau estimates 1.5 million children under 10 years old were 

not counted in the 2010 Census. The challenge is largest for children under 

5 years old, with an estimated undercount of about 1 million, or 5%.
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By showing the gap in average yearly salaries 

based on education levels attained, Census data 

can help students make informed decisions about 

their academic future. In 2017, the salary gap between someone with 

a bachelor’s degree and a high school graduate/GED recipient was $30,000. 

People with a bachelor’s degree and no higher degree made approximately 

$68,000, compared to $38,000 for high school graduates and GED recipients.
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Reasons 
Why the 
Census 
Matters for 
All of Us

Every 10 years, the U.S. Census Bureau counts 
each person who lives in the United States. 
The accuracy of this decennial census has 
a direct impact on our national education 
system and economy, with broad implications 
for each person living, working and attending 
school in this country.

From jobs to community programs to scholarship 
opportunities, the Census impacts every one of us.

Encourage Census completion across 
your school district in 2020.

2/3  
of those 

are under 5 
years old

UNCOUNTED CHILDREN = UNDERFUNDING

https://data.census.gov/cedsci/table?q=Language%20Spoken%20at%20Home&g=&lastDisplayedRow=17&table=S1601&tid=ACSST5Y2018.S1601&hidePreview=false&t=Language%20Spoken%20at%20Home&vintage=2018
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/sis/2020census/2020-resources/pre-k/counting-children.html
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/sis/2020census/2020-resources/pre-k/counting-children.html
https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/sis/resources/back-to-school-ff.pdf

